
MEDITERRANEO DOWNTOWN

VISION: the ambition of the path we want to start in November 2016 is to create an annual regular appointment that may become
over time  the most authoritative and best-known space in Italy concerning information and political and cultural elaboration
related to the Mediterranean area, extending the sight to all the shores, south, north, east and west, of the Mediterranean Sea.
This  important  event  will  be  the  place  where  many  different  “voices”  from  different  countries  of  the  region  will  find  the
opportunity to communicate, to exchange and develop together, all inspired by the vision of Mediterranean as "common house"
of peoples united by a "common destiny": the Mediterranean as the cradle of civilizations between East and West, where there is
no longer a  North and a South, but a space for social, economic and political integration and cultural exchange.

ORIGINAL AND INNOVATIVE ELEMENTS:  So, which are the innovative elements that differ this event from other similar events and
from the current debate and information in Italy on Mediterranean matters? In the first place it is an event which has been planned
to be mainly divulgative, able to be of interest to a wide and varied audience, going beyond the narrow circle of experts and
already adequately informed people; in the second place we want to recognize and give voice to those who, in different parts of
the region, create and operate coherently with the above-described vision  in the culture, art, information, institutional work,
political  activism,  economy.   Obviously  the  event  will  be  dealing  with  all  the  contemporary  problems  such  as,  immigration
tragedies, terrorism, corruption, authoritarianism, religious differences, human rights violation, social and economical injustice,  but
it will aim also to build a set of political, cultural, economic and social proposal in order to overcome these problems and build a
Mediterranean of peace, development, social justice and coexistence.
 
The event could be a space also for political and cultural debate where design and stimulate the potential role of Italy as a natural
bridge between the Mediterranean and political  Europe,  with its Institutions and its internal  and external  policies that much
weight could have on the creation of that area of peace, development, social justice and coexistence before enunciated. For this
reason the event aspires to establish stable and lasting relations with territories and similar or complementary events of other
Mediterranean countries,  looking south,  west and east of the region,  including those of more recent (or next) entry into the
European family. Specific “alliances for the Mediterranean” between northern and southern territories and events of Italy will
also be created.

THE MODEL AND SPECIFIC GOALS: based on the model represented by the annual “Festival  di Internazionale”  in the city of
Ferrara promoted by the weekly newspaper "Internazionale" (http://www.internazionale.it/festival/), our event will be held in the
city of Prato, in Tuscany, having as protagonists writers, intellectuals, artists, journalists, bloggers, public administrators, activists
for human and civil rights, entrepreneurs, economists etc. chosen as  authoritative witnesses for their competence, experience,
innovation and vision, but also for their outreach and dissemination capacity of a broad public and / or specific target groups
(youth, women, etc.).  The specific objective is twofold:  firstly, through meetings and public debates, provide  information and
insights; on the other, thanks to jobs forum or seminars, produce  common public positioning and initiate trans-Mediterranean
joint working experiences. An event, then, to inform and sensitize a wide audience, produce policy proposals and create culture
and opportunities for national and internacional collaboration and exchange.

PROMOTERS: COSPE,  LIBERA,  TUSCANY  REGION,  MUNICIPALITY  OF  PRATO together  represent  an  innovative  and  original
experience of integration between well-known and authoritative associations commited in Italy and in the Mediterranean area on
fronts such as rights, social and economic justice and legality with regional and local Institutions animated by an open and inclusive
vision of the government of the territory for which it is necessary to grow among the citizens and within the same institutions the
knowledge and awareness about a number of global and regional complex phenomena having each time stronger and closer cause-
effect relationships  with our individual and collective decisions and responsabilities.

THE LOCATION: Prato will be the host city for the event. The location is a particularly relevant and strategic variable. We try not
only to solve logistics-administrative problems or find more or less significant symbolic elements with respect to the central idea of
the event. Is far more important to find an territory where a number of subjects, starting with the local government and extending
to the associations, cultural and academic institutions, local financial and business system, the information sector, understand the
value  of  the  initiative  also  as  a  development  opportunity  for  the  territory  itself.  In  Italy  there  are  many  precedents  that
demonstrate how initiatives such as festivals or events have been decisive for the economic and social development of small cities
or territories considered, rightly or wrongly, peripheral or provincial.

PLANNING: on November 12, 2016   there will be a “preview day”, a sort of launch of the very first edition which will be a two day
event to be held in late April or early May 2017, and which will become a yearly appointment. The day of November 12, will thus
have a more limited program but nonetheless it will already present the innovative and unique elements of the initiative which
shall be fully implemented in the broader and more structured program of the two-day event in 2017.


